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The Swan Hotel, Southwold 

Ideally located in the heart of Southwold The Swan Hotel, one of Adnams’ managed inns, has been 

welcoming guests for over 350 years. 

 

This four star hotel and two AA Rosettes for food in the restaurant combines old world charm with 

modern luxury and facilities. The next step in modern facilities was felt to be the provision of a charge 

point for guest use for re-charging their electric vehicles (EV). 

Why EV charging?  

Southwold is located on the beautiful Suffolk coast in East Anglia. Hotel guests enjoy the coastline but 

also visit the surrounding countryside to admire the rural settings, Constable scenery, and many 

attractions. With the rise in ownership of EV cars it became increasingly apparent that if The Swan 

wanted to augment the exceptional service it provides then the addition of a charge point for guest use 

was required. This was further confirmed when it became clear that East Anglia as a region is poorly 

served for EV charge points, making it harder for Swan Hotel guests who are EV owners to fully enjoy all 

the delights of the region.  
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Which Charge Point? 

Having made the decision to install a charge point the question was 

which manufacturer to choose from. 

A specification was drawn up. The unit needed to be: 

OLEV (Office for Low Emission Vehicles) approved, 

Robust and reliable, 

Able to cater for the widest range of EV charging 

situations, 

Come with a strong pedigree, and 

Manufactured in the UK with warranty support. 

 

The Choice 

The Viridian / Zero Carbon World charge point was chosen as fully 

meeting all of the above criteria.  

In researching the various options it was found that the Viridian charge point is the modern version of the 

original Zero Carbon World charge point manufactured by the same company – Cursey Technology Ltd, 

based in Cirencester, Gloucestershire. Additional reassurance was found when learning that these units 

had been fitted to a significant number of National Trust sites around the country and all were quietly but 

efficiently providing EV charging services without faults or problems. 

Installation 

The price of the unit and installation cost was easily 

affordable.  

Installation was simple, using an installer who first 

surveyed the site and recommended a location suitable 

for connection to the power supply. Actual installation 

took just a couple of hours and the charge point was then 

ready for guest use.  

Benefits 

Guests have been delighted to learn of this new facility 

(pictured opposite) and many have already made use of it, 

and have provided positive feedback. 
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Next Steps 

The project has been so successful that Adnams, who own four other hotels and public houses, have 

decided to install charge points at each site. Furthermore, the company has also made the decision to 

purchase EV commercial vehicles so is also installing charge points at its headquarters in Southwold. 

Altogether an outcome that is great for visitors to East Anglia, and good for the company. 

 

More info 

More about Adnams and their amazing selection of beers can be found at http://adnams.co.uk 

Information on The Swan Hotel is available at http://adnams.co.uk/hotels/the-swan/ 

More about Viridian EV and their range of charge points can be found at http://viridianev.co.uk 
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